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Act 780

OF THE PARLIAMENT %F THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA
"; ﬁ‘

GENEVA CO “ N ONSQ@«’E, 2009

AN ACT to give effect toxsh “on gn Hons done at Geneva on
12th August, 1949 and’.n therProfe 'tlonal to those Conven-

thnS done at Genev £

et S

%frameWOrk for the
onventmns in this

rgf rate the Con-

%%fif

[

ENACTED by the Pres1dent and s e
:;r_:-:'-:zs;:r 43

Offences and trial , e’

Offences in contravention of the Convenhons and Protocéls;i s
1. (1) A person of whatever natlonahty, commits an m&c&ble offence,
if that person, whether within or outside this country commits, aids,
abets or procures any other person to commit a grave breach specified in
(a) article 50 of the First Convention in respect of the Geneva
Conventions for the Amelioration of ‘the Condition. of the
Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Fieldof August
12, 1949, stated in the First Schedule,
(b) article 51 of the Second Convention in respect of the
Geneva Conventions for the Amelioration of the Condition

of the Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of the |
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Atmed Forces at sea, of August 12, 1949, stated in the Sec-
on ScheLEhﬂe
(c) artlc;le 130 of hc 'f‘iur;i Conventlon in respect of the
Geneva Conventlons Relatlve to the Treatment of Pris-
oners of War of Apgust 1f2 1949; stated in the Third

Heas

'nventlons Relatlve to the Protectxon of C1v1‘l1an

Lﬁ’% 11(}315 or paragraphs 2.3 and 4 of article 85 of the
"Brotocol 1 sét out in the Fifth Schedule. :

A pef!“é'ﬁ Who cotfimits an offeﬁce urider subsection (1) is liable
on conv1ct‘i6 et
() 1 in the case of a grave hréach ‘which involves the ilful kill-
ing of a person: pro’fet:ted by the relevant Convention or
Protocol to death; and .~ -
h O ,‘aﬁy othéf?giﬁve %ré?bh to a term of impris-
iEsS thans ﬁdeen yedrs.

haga gﬁmrmts, ets a,1ds'or procures any

(;5) A yergen thg

@;Qgr gensonto commm %;each to ;he Convqnuong,_ or. Protocols not
covered: gder subsecmon (1 comrmts an indlctable oﬁ'ence and is liable

on: cqnmt;cm o 1RrE
years. !t gy
(4) Where & :pe%ﬂc n'i‘r!fnts an%?ﬂbﬁée under ﬂus‘é‘ecnon_omgg
the country, the person may?'pig%tgxeg and p1mls]ied asif fhe offence were
committed in: mﬁ*éounggfmh 1308, 10 e o :
i7enyph .._,‘:l;‘ffﬂfe"& Sounty cofnmltsan ‘offence or aids,
es tHEiCotisst ﬁ%byiﬁy"gthéﬁbersoﬁ of an offence other
ified in :"s%"émog_ (;gﬂﬁfa&hmh confravenes any of the
Pj S10C ol nv1ct10n* on ui&lctment to a term

urteen years.

.,,'i

Jur;sdlctlbn to try an foence under
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(2) A court martial or other military court may try a person for an
offence which, under the Armed Forces Act, 1962 (Act 105), is triable
by that court although the o e‘flce is also an oﬁence under section 1.

3. ( l) Where a questiéo e_s_-as to whether any Qf ﬂl%gonventions or
Protocols is appheable;mj:; ;ﬂfpﬁg;};pffeoce under this Xct, that question
shall be determined by:the:Minister. responsible for Fore;gn Aﬁ'aus

(2) A certificate W._;.'"‘ £ glca§e§ that. determmat:pgp and is s1gned
by or on behalf of ‘the'Mmlster respons1b1e for F%;eign Affairs is
itter, et %d Enless the contrary is proved.

4. (1) A cgumgshﬁﬂﬂ OL 1Ty . notggted pnsoner of war.or a_protected

internee unless the co' is satlsﬁed that the protecting power and the

legal rep;es}eﬂtgg%ea p§t, e.prisane; uf  or internee have: been given at
least twenty-one: Ge ofi 't __e, tnal by the prosecutor

=SC ‘&tm:(on of the accused n including
date.of birth, profession or trade,
.and army, re{fﬁ?ntal personal or
the:a woed i is a protected i:nsone% of war,
16 ,%@ SHHient ox‘md%”hee o‘f%e accused
éﬁliﬁtﬂfé@ﬁicc_uséﬂﬁerson is chafged and

(e e WAeE"
Whl@h‘ﬁ;,e tnal is to take place andl the time

(¢) the court beﬁ

% it eeccgsgd Pemn, fan,‘, T
Lo f_u_-,mm%&% POV sﬂar,essma-

Al rae _'-‘;'. {35

w@g@m

Ad]oumments

5. A court which Jqourqs a, trial for the pﬁ'ﬁ)ﬁ’ée”“" of enabhﬁg the -
:mand the 'accusedi_’j

requirements of this Act'to’ be'%o“rﬁ‘f)'ﬁed Fith-“may T
person in custody for thie period of the adJoumment

MEAAD S

4

e g B




Geneva Conventions Act, 2009 Act 780

Legal representation : _
6. (1) The court before which a person is brought for trial for an
offence under this Act shall not proceed with the trial unless
(a) that person is represented by a lawyer qualified to practlse
in this country, and
(b) 4t is proved to the satisfaction of the court that a- penod of
gt not less than fourteen days has elapsedsmce instructions to
, reseﬁt the accused person were given to the legal repre-
m,;a
v;nta_t,«l,ve
" 7. ﬂ; ;sgrson 15 arpro’ggcted pnsoner of war, a lawyer
ehalf of the protecting power shall,
 stibsection (1), represent the accused

: em : g a lavger acceptable by that person as'that person’s

2 ek T s

it %aented,,anﬁ ghe protectmg
urt shall appomt a lawyer to

@ 1119";*?' ALAI

E fi,.l

of prov1d1ng represéﬁtatldn’

Appeal by a pmtect““’d pnsoner “ora. deinternee: - - .

7. (1) A protecte dsp -:moner ef war, or jg}é’gtgd@intemee who has
eath. or.ta imprisonment.fot: tWo years or more or
who ‘wishes ;ma seal against the@onv«:u grﬁsentence may

toghe, appellateio ict:hetween.the. le-conviction and;sentence
@%hten%dggs& er:peing notiicd:D % erih: ar%c of the place

5 where that pnsonen&wm riee” Scinternee " :ﬁﬁ_a@‘:t_he‘protectmg_
: ] ] . f e [ .Fe pidi s b5 ..‘ 4 y

= respect to the-p
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(4 The provisions of subsections (1) and (2) shall not apply if there
was no protecting power at the time of the conviction or sentence.

Executlon

e of death is pronounced on a protected prisoner
interniee, the sentence shall:not be executed before
ci of at leas’c six ‘months from the date when the
ified-of the final judgment.

duc n"gfg’?ﬁ's’ t{éﬁn of 1mpnsonment the peri‘od dunng
vhic cenv1cted person was m custody in connection
- with ngrthe trial when fixing a

ﬁé“’oﬁéﬁee and
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() takelintdee % spect of
' the offcncgé s

wh d )“I; ;ﬁ%g"%‘%@jr 2)
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The Red: Cross aﬂcﬁo;h smiblefits oA s 10 sl i i 05 ooy
10. (1) SubJect' t@secmon 11 apersc?n"‘eg étga_ isation shallfnota

any purpose o
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(b) the emblem of a red crescent moon on, and completely
surrounded by, a white background or demgnatwn “Red
Crescent”;

(c) the emblem of a white or silver cross with vertical and
honmnta}{; arms of the same length on, and completely

1ded by ?a red background being the heraldic emblem

: ‘sl Confederation;
- (d).1 bi¢ p;n,-m red on, and completely surrounded by, a white
i ind, that is to say, a lion passing from right to left
face turned towards the observer holdmg erect
ioht forepaw ‘a ‘scimitar with appearing above
~th ack, th yer half of the'sun shootmg forth rays,

i6n““Red Lion and Sun”;

(e) the si 'qﬁ‘ilﬁ‘teral blue triangle on, and completcly

yrange back ground, bemg the interna-
tional di ive sign of civil defence;

(0 any of: signals specified in Chapter III of
nex. o Pr 1 @emg the 51gnals of identification

&) Oﬁ, 3';'3.51..- i

,_ng oﬁ.thxf:e b kgﬁrapge c1rc1es

the same axis, the distance

radic $; being the international special

= stionsicontaining'dangerous forces;
A ( orain; Signa ’_sb nearly resembhng anyfof the

.......

Ll ¢ (2);1'9; give 1t {0, thcruse the Emblems

except to give _,__rpté'cols and may refuse or
withdraw the ¢ o
T St 33 5
EEDETEC AT R FLH Y e fed FIEg
emblem, deésignation, sign, signal, Ges
._};r o ""‘-‘0"'.'}:' 1oE ,::1'.“1 o ;‘-‘l/..-i‘:"a.i}-)z I T e o e LA gL 1Y o ) T T
. identification cards, insignia or uniform refe bsection
i ship or aircraft registered in the country. : i

e

7



Act 780 Geneva Conventions Act, 2009

(4) A person who contravenes a provision of subsection (1)
commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not
more than fifty penalty units or to mpnsonment for a term of not more
than three months or torboth: . =

person is convicted of an offenbe under subsection (1),
the court may, in addition to the’ ‘term of 1 tmpnsonment or fine, order the
forfclmre to the Republic the goods in connechon with which the

sy

: -f?';_‘:fbn '.demgn, _1dent1ty cards ms1gn1a or uniforms was

er;y duector or officer of
hat Offence, and

Al (]“) %‘ fé

't*"r' 51 *1} 31: ’3}.‘11" ﬁ‘y B
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(c) theNahonal_ Someﬂg? 1){’ e Ifnfernat:onal Comm1ttec of
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on "Qf ihe*Red CI'OSS and Rcd
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Construction of the Conventions and ‘Protocols

12. If the ratification on behalf of any of the Conventions or of
either of the Protocols is subject to a reservation or is accompanied by a
declaration, that Convention:or Protocol shall, for the purposes of this
Act have effect and be construed subject-to and in accordance with that

reservation or declaration.
"13. This Act'binds the Republic and applies to every person.

:r may, by legislative instrument, make regulations to
& that persons and places protected by the Conventions
otocols are properly identified, located and protected;

E i iy [0 e 2 R

.Ct; Hatn R R T T R it
of flags, emblems, designations; signs,
ngs, identity cards, information cards,
se;and
necessary for the effectiv

s of this Act. SEGAIE0. 1k
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& Rl “fl]i:l o ﬁﬁdef ‘ ~l e Bobiy :
“protected intetnee” means a person protecte: -
Fifth Schedule and interned in Ghana;




Act 780 Geneva Conventions Act, 2009

“protected prisoner of war’ means a person protected by the
Third Schedule or a persen who is protected as a prisoner
of war under the Fifth Scheduile; - GG

“protecting’ power” méars the povuer or orgamsatlon Wthh 1s
cafryingsout; in the irterests of the power of which that
person is a national or of whose forces that person'is or was
at any material time, a member, the duties assigned to,pro-

tectingipawers,under the Third, the Fourth or the Fifth
Schedule; a;nd
“Protocols” means Pri otocol I and Protocol II.

a 1]

Repeal (g e
TS Cro;&@mﬁicx&(Control)D&me 1973 N.R.CD. 216)
is hqreby repealed G

(2) Desplte tb,g;nrgpeal under~ sub-secnon (1), any regulatlon made

S‘a‘,vﬁ;g‘s; L) e 3
A %@m of this Act

] 'of or contains

F».a

Fi0 J,)r‘ }if"j
A SE mdemgn fora

Fafniognid
b _:gg&stered it is a
T lawfully used
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